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SOME ASSEMBLY REQUIRED
Welcome to The Fatherhood Project-Building Great Dads. In this project meeting we will address the
critically important topic of Building a Partner or better put, building great partnerships. Each one of
us who are fathers know that we can’t serve our families by going it alone. If we are married, our
spouse is a vital partner in caring for our families. Other family members and friends also serve as an
important part of our extended family. But our greatest partner in caring for our families is the one
who started it all in the beginning, God himself.
As we have said, it’s generally easy to become a dad, but being a dad, especially a Christian dad, is not
so easy. The role sneaks up on you without any real instruction or user’s manual. Then, after a few
short years, you find yourself in the midst of what is certainly a joyous responsibility, but at times a
frustrating and challenging role. It is a role that, if we are not properly prepared, can often leave us
short on answers as to what God wants us to be as fathers.
By participating in The Fatherhood Project – Building Great Dads, you will begin to explore what the Bible
has to say about this God-given role that is central to any family. You will see that, as a father, God has
called you to be a leader in your home, and that He has uniquely prepared you to live out this vital role.

A BLUEPRINT FOR FATHERS
A number of years ago I walked onto the site of a major hotel and
conference center that was under construction. As I entered the
construction trailer, it was clear that the construction superintendent
was frustrated. He quickly pointed out to me that, although
construction was significantly well underway, the plans had not yet
been completed. He was building blind!
As fathers, we can often face our parental role feeling the same way-building blindly without a plan.
But this isn’t true. We have the perfect blueprint for being a dad – the Bible.
By participating in The Fatherhood Project – Building Great
Dads, you will learn what the Scriptures teach about
fatherhood, and will then construct a plan for how you can
best serve in your role as a dad. The plan won’t address every
issue you face with your family, but it will help you to become
more deliberate and intentional in your parenting. It will also
lead you to grow even deeper in your reliance on your
Heavenly Father, who really understands what it means to be
a father.
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INTRODUCTION TO BUILDING GREAT DADS
A DAD’S WORKSHOP
The Fatherhood Project – Building Great Dads is presented in a
series of highly interactive workshop-style environments called,
Project Meetings. During a Project Meeting, you will be briefed
on the plans, or blueprint, for the project you are undertaking.
Following each Project Meeting section in the manual there are
two additional sections. The first includes material for you to
use as part of your participation in a Two-by-Four. A Two-byFour is a group of four men who meet two times between each
Project Meeting. The Two-by-Four will provide you with a great
opportunity to meet with other men to discuss the challenges
and successes you experience as a dad. The third section, called, HomebuildingProjects, provides
materials that you can do on your own. These Homebuilding Projects are where you get down to work,
where much of the real building takes place.
In broad terms, we experience God the Father working through us as earthly fathers as exhibited in
four roles: Provider, Protector, Partner, and Preparer. Each of these roles is explored during the six
project meetings in The Fatherhood Project – Building Great Dads by using key passages from the Bible,
with a focus on developing a faith-based perspective on how fathers can fulfill these roles.
Provider – it’s more than just bringin’ home the bacon. God the Father wants us to trust Him for all
of our needs and to demonstrate to our family our reliance on Him.
Protector – Your family’s first line of defense is…you! It is also good to know that you do not stand
alone. God the Father has provided us with the means, the weapons and yes…an entire army, that
does not know defeat. Not a bad combination when it comes to battling for your family!
Partner– This partnership is an all-in, 100% no-excuse deal that lasts a lifetime. It is a familypartnership that is held together through the superglue of submitting ourselves to one another and
to respect the roles God has called us to serve in.
Preparer – So what on earth are we preparing our children for and how do we do it? Well, a better
question is, what in “heaven” are we preparing them for and how do we accomplish that task? As a
preparer, we are called to help prepare our children to live out the purposes God has created them
to live out in the here and now, as well as prepare them for eternity.
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THE FEW FOUNDATIONAL TRUTHS
Like any good construction project, the message of The
Fatherhood Project is built on a foundation of a few key
truths that impact how we view being a dad:


You are called--God has called each of us to be
fathers, and because God is the one who calls us, He
also provides us with the means to fulfill this call.
The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do it. I
Thessalonians 5:24



You are the example--God uses our role as fathers to be an expression of His role as God the
Father in our children’s lives. If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts
to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask
him! Matthew 7:11



You are responsible--God uses us to bring our children into a close relationship with God the
Father through his Son Jesus, and to see themselves as God sees them – as His sons and
daughters. “I will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters, says the Lord
Almighty.” 2 Corinthians 6:18



You are influential--It is important to know that as dads, God has placed us to be the primary
influence in our children’s lives. Our children look especially to their fathers for direction and
feedback on how they are doing. This is a natural part of the father-child relationship and one
that God wants to use as a loving support to our children. Fathers, do not exasperate your
children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord. Ephesians 6:4



You are to be intentional--In order to be more effective as fathers, it is important that we
become more intentional about how we approach our service to our families. “For I know the
plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to
give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11

So with these foundational truths supporting us... Let’s Start Building!
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PROJECT MEETING FOUR:

BUILDING A PARTNER

A key element of any building project is partnership. Whether it is the partnership between architect
and contractor, or the joining of roof trusses to a wall system that effectively supports a roof,
partnerships are common to many facets of life. In these examples of partnerships, each member plays
specific and supporting roles that together lead to a great result.

IN THE BEGINNING
Back in the good old days-the days before Adam and Eve were kicked out of the Garden-God formed
the original partnership. He saw that it was not good for man to be alone and that he needed a help
mate. It was God’s original intention that a man and woman were to be bonded together and be one.
In today’s vernacular the use of the word partnership often implies an
equal, 50/50 contribution of two parties. In contrast, God’s original
intention for the family partnership was that each party be all in, each
giving 100%. It is what is known as a covenant relationship, meaning
that it cannot be broken, except in extreme situations, such as death
of one of the partners.
As we commence construction on this third role of The Fatherhood Project – Building Great Dads, we
begin to see the connection between the other roles of Provider and Protector that we have already
discussed. The underlying strength of being a provider and a protector is that of having a solid partner
who has joined you in serving your family. For many of us, that means looking to our wife as a lifepartner who joins us in providing for and protecting our families. But the family partnership goes
beyond the relationship between husband and wife; it clearly extends to our children. It is true that at
times it may seem that this third partner, our son or daughter, is a partner who may be more of a
receiving than a contributing partner. But the truth is, our children are great supporters of the family,
and even more, our children need our support and care, if they are to join the greatest of partnerships,
being a member of God’s family.
In this Project Meeting we will look at the relationship God has called us to, and how our role of partner
is key to being a great dad.
An important note as we enter this discussion on partnerships, some of you may not be married for a
variety of reasons. This Project Meeting still carries an important message that in Christ, we have a
unique partner who supports us as we serve our families. The fact that Christ, through the work of
the Holy Spirit, is our partner in our service to our families is essential for all men, regardless of
marital status, who seek to be a great father for their families. So grab your partners and Let’s Start
Building!
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A GOOD PARTNER
A good partnership is founded on a number of key attributes. As these
elements come together to form a good partnership, the outcome can be
very impactful and lead to great results. Take a few minutes and consider
what is needed in order for a partnership to be great.

Project Team Discussion: A Good Partner
What are the characteristics of a good partnership?

What can get in the way of a good partnership?
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GO FORTH AND MULTIPLY
We often think of partnerships in terms of addition. One plus one equals two. But for a family, we
can think of it in terms of multiplication. So one times one equals one. We are one in the flesh and
one in the Spirit.
But what does this “oneness” really mean? Does this mean that we are to think alike, hold the same
views and eliminate all our differences? Or does it mean that we are committed to one another no
matter what happens? How we live out a life of “oneness” with our partner, will determine how our
families function, how they love one another and how they will grow in faith.
‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united
to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.’ So they are no longer
two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no
one separate.” Mark 10: 7-9
…so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member
belongs to all the others. Romans 12:5

Project Team Discussion: One in the Same?
When the Bible says that the two become one, what does this mean?

How does this “oneness” impact how you approach being a father?
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A NEW PARTNERSHIP
In families, the basis of a partnership is formed in the relationship between husband
and wife. A familiar scripture passage that is read at many weddings presents this
formation of the husband and wife partnership is simple terms:
"For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife,
and the two will become one flesh." - Ephesians 5:31
This leaving of one partnership, the one with your mother and father, and entering a new partnership
with your wife, is important for a solid marriage. As with any partnership, both the husband and wife
bring essential elements to a marriage. Let’s explore this further by answering below:

Project Team Discussion: The Partnership of Marriage
What does a husband bring to a marriage?

What does a wife bring to a marriage?

What can a married couple bring to the world together that they cannot bring on their own?
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THE RIGHT MAN FOR THE JOB
Mothers, fathers and children each play important roles in a family.
These roles are often unique to that family member and contribute to
a healthy and happy home. It is important to understand and respect
these unique individual roles.
Let’s examine what these roles play out in our families.

Project Team Discussion: Family Roles
What distinctive roles do you think a father should play in the family?

What distinctive roles do you think a mother should play in the family?
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THE FAMILY SUPERGLUE
Submission, or the yielding of your will to another, is found throughout our daily lives. We experience
submission in our work as we relate to our supervisor or a customer. It is also found as we relate to
government authorities. Submission is a foundational element of a civilized society and it is
foundational to unity in a family.
The Bible teaches that a solid marriage is grounded in the husband
submitting his own will to Christ’s in order to love his wife as Christ loves the
church. In turn, the wife follows his lead by showing respect to her husband
through submitting to her husband in the same way the church submits to
Christ. It is through this mutual submitting of their wills to each other that
couples enjoy the trust and unity that is God’s intention for every marriage.
Let’s explore God’s instruction to Christian couples.
First, the general instruction to Christians on submission is found in
Ephesians 5:21, “Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.” This
shows that the fuel motivating and energizing us to our often challenging
role of submission comes from our relationship with our Lord. We may
think, especially early on in our marriages, that this motivation is to come
from our wives. But a lasting marriage in which we embrace our role as
husband and leader flows from Christ Himself.

LOVE AND RESPECT
Next, Ephesians 5: 22-24 provides direction to wives in relating to their husbands, patterned after how
the church (“the Bride of Christ”) relates to her husband, Jesus Christ: “Wives, submit to your
husbands as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church,
his body, of which he is the Savior. Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit
to their husbands in everything.”
Now it’s our turn, so husbands, pay attention as we
read Ephesians 5:25-30: “Husbands, love your wives,
just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for
her to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing
with water through the word, and to present her to
himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle
or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. In this
same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their
own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself.
After all, no one ever hated his own body, but he
feeds and cares for it, just as Christ does the church — for we are members of his body.”
So, the bar has been set…we are to love our wives as Christ loves us! Let’s see what exactly this means,
but first…
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COUPLES IN LOVE
We now turn to the formation of the God-ordained partnership of
marriage as found in Ephesians 5: 31-33: “’For this reason a man will
leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will
become one flesh.’ This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about
Christ and the church. However, each one of you also must love his
wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband.”

UNCAPPING THE FAMILY SUPERGLUE
Given the instructions from Ephesians 5: 22-33, which provides directions for the Christian marriage,
let’s see how this works in our daily lives.

Project Team Discussion: Family Superglue
1. Based on Christ’s example, how can a husband love his wife as Christ loves the church?
(Consider the ways that Christ loves the church.)

2. What are some ways that a wife can submit to her husband as to the Lord? (Consider the ways
the church submit to Christ.)
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IT TAKES TWO
As the Three Dog Night song says, two can be the loneliest number. This can be particularly true in
marriage where there is a lack of true and deep communications with the result of both partners feeling
a sense of loneliness. Communications in marriage is a broad and complex topic that goes significantly
beyond the scope of Building Great Dads. But let’s share a “few words” on this important topic.
Communications is obviously a two-way street and as the leader of
your marriage, it is vital that you take the lead in encouraging healthy,
loving communications with your spouse. For many of us, this can be
one of the most challenging things we are called to do in our
marriage. But let’s go back to what we discussed in the previous
Building a Protector and revisit a few communication basics.
Here are a few pointers to help you connect more with your spouse…
 Be present and fully focused on what your wife is saying. Remove any distractions such as
what’s on TV or your cell phone.
 Be an active listener. Be sure to reflect back on what she says and encourage a positive and
loving tone in your conversation. Seek first to understand before being understood by your
partner.
 Make sure to have at least an evening a week as a “date night.” Make it fun, intimate and totally
focused on her. Remember that this is a date and not business.
 Also consider setting aside time each week for Partner’s Meeting (a.k.a. Husband-Wife
Meeting.) During this time, the two of you can discuss how the children are doing, one
another’s spiritual growth, your plans, calendar, finances and other family business. Try to
create an environment that is distraction-free and will encourage good conversation. Be sure
to NOT combine a husband and wife meeting as part of your date night. Also, don’t forget to
share about how Building Great Dads is impacting your life!

 Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony
Colossians 3:14 (ESV)

Project Team Discussion: Love Speaks
What is one thing you could do to improve your communications with your spouse?
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JUDGE OR COACH? BEING IN YOUR CHILD’S CORNER
We now turn our attention to our children and what the Bible teaches about
our partnership with them. The Bible strikes a clear balance between the
need for children to obey their parents and parents to be sure to not
frustrate or neglect their children by not bringing them up in Christ. So are
you the family coach or do you find yourself spending more time as your
family’s judge and jury?
“Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. ‘Honor your father and mother’—which is
the first commandment with a promise— ‘that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long
life on the earth.’ Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training
and instruction of the Lord.” Ephesians 6: 1-4

Project Team Discussion: In Your Child’s Corner
What are examples of how a dad can frustrate or exasperate his children?

What can we do to let our children know that we are in their corner?
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PROVIDER – PROTECTOR-PARTNER…A PERFECT MATCH
Marriage can and should be a wonderful example of what it means to be “all-in” as a partner. It calls
us to sacrificially and unconditionally love our mate. But there is an even greater “partnership” that
we are called to participate in, and that is the unity between God the Father and God the Son. Here is
what John 17: 20-23 calls us to as we seek to enter into the greatest of all partnerships…
“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will
believe in me through their message, that all of them may be
one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they
also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent
me. I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they
may be one as we are one— I in them and you in me—so
that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have
loved them even as you have loved me.

Project Team Discussion: Being One
Why is being in “complete unity” important to a family?

What can we do as fathers to help our families live out this unity with God?

13

BUILDING A GREAT PARTNER
In this fourth project meeting, Building a Partner, we established that being a dad who is a partner
with his family and with God, means that we are totally all in¸ meaning, we holding nothing back! This
unreserved demonstration of love toward our family results in our serving our families as a major
source of love, support, care and unity. Our being all in for our families, is a mere reflection of how
God is all in with us. This is powerfully demonstrated in God the Father sending his son Jesus into the
world…
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life. John 3:16
Jesus is the example of a sacrificial, all in, partner! His unreserved demonstration of love toward us
cannot be match, only embraced. It is this ultimate partnership with Jesus that results in our being
brought into the family of God, being called his sons and daughters, and our being able to call Jesus,
friend!
You are my friends if you do what I command. I no longer call you servants,
because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have
called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have
made known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and
appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—
and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. This is
my command: Love each other. John 15:14-17
It is through this new relationship in Christ that allows us to truly love and care for families. If you
desire to bring more to your family as a true partner, then go to your greatest partner, Jesus himself.
As we are reminded, The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do it. I Thessalonians 5:24
Project Review: Building a Partner

Review the material and select 3 things that made the greatest impact on you from this
Project Meeting.
1.
2.
3.

As you return to your family, what do you want to do differently in supporting your wife and
children?
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UNDER CONSTRUCTION

4.0 BUILDING A PARTNER
TRUE SECURITY
In a previous Project Meeting on Building a Provider, we saw how important it is for our children to
have a strong sense of security grounded on a solid, authentic relationship with Jesus Christ and
supported through a positive family environment. Our children’s awareness that they have a partner
in their parents is a key contributor to our children’s sense of security. It is a partnership where our
children know in no uncertain terms that as parents, we are in their corner, coaching them, instructing
them, disciplining them, and cheering them on to victory!
Our positive words of support for our children go a long way in
strengthening this partnership. However, for our children to connect
in this partnership, it will be our actions that will speak louder than
our words. It means being truly present, not allowing the simple
distractions of the television or a telephone interruption to get in the
way of your time together with your child. Just as we would focus on
a business partnership and respect this relationship, how much more
do we need to focus on a partnership where we are all in for our child!
For those who are married, a key action that our children pick up as far as security and a solid
commitment to this partnership is how we interact with our wives. Our children tend to draw a direct
connection between how we treat our spouse and how secure they are in the family. So if you
demonstrate a solid and consistent connection with your wife that your children can observe, they
interpret this that mom and dad are secure and bonded to each other, so their world as a child is secure.
One key contributor to this sense of security that our children draw
from the relationship between mom and dad is how much time you
spend together as a married couple. If they see you running around
from child event to child event, they miss the connection you have
as a married couple. In contrast, if they see you getting ready to go
out on the town and show excitement for the chance to be together,
our children pick up on this excitement and conclude that
all is well in their family and in their home. So, with this encouragement to get connected, grab your
partner and Let’s Start Building!
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4.0 BUILDING A PARTNER
TWO-BY-FOUR MEETINGS
TWO BY FOUR MEETING ONE: BUILT TO LAST
Welcome back to your fourth set of Two-by-Fours (meaning: four men who meet twice between Project
Meetings.) Your Two-by-Four group is another example of a great partnership—a group of Christian
men who can be a source of love and support for your growth as a dad. As Psalm 133:1 states, Behold,
how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity! So together, let’s start building!
A key characteristic of a good partnership is unity. (Note that this is different from uniformity.) Jesus
emphasizes that unity for Christians is essential for the world to experience the good news of the
Gospel:
"My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message,
that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so
that the world may believe that you have sent me. I have given them the glory that you gave me,
that they may be one as we are one: I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity
to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. John 17:2023

Unity in the Home
How would you describe what unity looks like in a family?

What can you do to create a greater sense of unity with your wife and children?
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TWO BY FOUR MEETING TWO: JOINED TOGETHER
Submission…the very word, for many, evokes feelings of servitude, inferiority and weakness. It is a
word that is often misunderstood and misused. But the Bible uses it as a key descriptor of how we are
to relate to one another, especially in the context of being a family.
Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.
Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands as you do to the Lord. For the husband is the head
of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. Now as the
church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything.
Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her
holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, and to present her to himself as a
radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. 28 In this same
way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself.
29 After all, no one ever hated their own body, but they feed and care for their body, just as Christ
does the church— 30 for we are members of his body. 31 “For this reason a man will leave his father
and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.” [b] 32 This is a profound
mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the church. 33 However, each one of you also must love
his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband. Ephesians 5: 21-33

Unity in the Home
How can a husband love his wife as Christ loves the Church?

What single action will you take to put this into action?
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4.0 BUILDING A PARTNER
HOMEBUILDING PROJECTS
HOMEBUILDING PROJECT 4.1 REVIEW–BUILDING A PARTNER
In this Project Meeting we moved to the third role of The Fatherhood Project–Building Great Dads,
Being a Partner. We may have had both positive and negative experiences with various relationships
and partnerships. From the very beginning of time, God formed us to be in relationship with one
another. The family is the most basic form of relationship that God has given us. It can also be one of
the more challenging. But we are up to the challenge because we know that very little surpasses the
incredible joy that comes when our families are truly united in Christ.
Go back over the material from this Project Meeting and complete the questions below:

Project Review: Building a Partner

Review the material and select 3 things that made the greatest impact on you from this Project
Meeting,
1.

2.

3.

As you return to your family, what do you want to do differently as far as supporting your wife and
children as a partner?
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HOMEBUILDING PROJECT 4.2 START PRAYING!
In John 17:20-23, Jesus asks His Father to bring unity to all who believe in Him, that they may be a
witness of His love for all.
"My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message,
that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so
that the world may believe that you have sent me. I have given them the glory that you gave me,
that they may be one as we are one: I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity
to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.”

Start with Prayer

Pray… for God’s will to be done, on Earth as it is being done in Heaven
Focus… on unity in your family and that your family will be a witness of God’s love.

Intercede…for your family that they will experience unity and support from every other member of
your family.
Write out your intercessions below:

Rejoice…that God has called each family member to serve in a role that has been uniquely crafted
by Him.
Write out what are you specifically thankful for as a father and how He is working in your family:

Reflect…on and write out what God is showing you during this time of prayer as a father:
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HOMEBUILDING PROJECT 4.3 DEFINING YOUR ROLE
In this Project Meeting on fathers being a Partner we discussed that mothers, fathers and children each
play important roles in a family. Let’s dig deeper into how these roles play out in your household. Who
takes the lead or primary role for the following in your family?

Defining Your Role
Activity

Dad

Mom

Managing the family finances
Making sure the family gets to church on a
regular basis
Making plans for vacation
Leading family Bible reading and prayers
Making plans for date night
Getting together with extended family members
Maintaining the cars
Taking out the garbage
Doing laundry
Planning for the spiritual growth of the children
Playing with the children
Reading to the children
Helping with school work
Cleaning the house
Cooking dinner
Doing the dishes
Disciplining the children
Organizing and buying the gifts for the holidays
Doing home repairs and improvements
Maintaining the outside of the house – mowing,
gardening
What are your observations about how you answered above?
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Child

Other Good (+)
OK (0)
Need to
Improve
(–)

HOMEBUILDING PROJECT 4.3 THE RIGHT ROLE (continued)
Given the challenges of work life, busy family schedules and all the demands placed on parents it is
important that a husband and wife have a clear understanding of who is doing what. Continue with
the previous Homebuilding Project 4.3 titled Defining Your Role and answer the questions below:

The Right Role
Review and discuss with your spouse or other appropriate family member the roles that make up
the typical activities around a home.
1. Review the roles that you gave a plus (+) rating and discuss if your spouse or family member
agrees with this rating. What can be done to improve this rating?

2. Review the roles that you gave a minus (–) rating and discuss if your spouse or family member
agrees with this rating. Discuss why this task received a poor rating. Discuss what can be done to
improve this rating.

3. Review your response from above in Defining Your Role and identify a task that, if your child
took on as their responsibility, would provide the child with an opportunity for growth and
development of a new set of skills. Write those tasks below:

4. Summarize your plans for family roles and responsibilities:

21

HOMEBUILDING PROJECT 4.4 LEADING YOUR FAMILY AS A PARTNER
Leading Your Family as a Partner
You are called to be the spiritual leader of your family, so don’t concede this position. God has
placed you in this position and He will be faithful in providing you the means necessary to fulfill this
vital role.
In the table below, mark the statements that most closely describe how you lead your family. Do
the same from the point of view of your wife and your children.
How I lead my family

How I see it

How my wife
sees me

How my children see
me

I am a good supporter to mom
I am an equal partner with mom
I am fun loving kind of guy– the life of the party
I am an authoritarian
I am a coach
I am the boss
I am a spiritual leader
I am a guy who is MIA (Missing in Action.)
I am a hard worker.
I am a workaholic.
I am a good man.
I am one who unconditionally loves his family.
I am a disciplinarian.
I am a guy who is too busy.
I am a dad who is available.
I am a father who is a good listener.
I am a dad who gives great advice.

Describe how you would like to express your leadership of your family. What would you be doing as
far as specific interactions with your family?

Identify and commit to one action you can take to improve your leadership of your family:
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HOMEBUILDING PROJECT 4.5 SUPERGLUING IT ALL TOGETHER
In this Project Meeting about being a Partner, we looked at what the Bible says about how husbands
and wives are to relate to one another.

How to Apply Superglue
Given God’s call for a husband to love and honor his wife and for a wife to respect and submit to
her husband, how do you see this playing out in the following situations?


How you and your spouse decide on rules and discipline for your children



How money is to be spent (the family budget)



Your choice of work



Your spouse’s choice of work



How many hours you will work at your job



How many hours your spouse will work at her job

From the scenarios presented above, is there a general approach as to how you and your spouse
live out God’s call to love, honor, submission and respect? Discuss with your spouse your current
approach to these scenarios and if your approach lines up with what the Bible teaches in Ephesians
5:21-33.
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HOMEBUILDING PROJECT 4.5 BUILT ON LOVE (continued)
A well-built home is held up through the strength of a strong roof truss system. In a similar way, a
strong family is held together by strong partnerships built upon trust, based upon love and mutual
respect. As you return to your family, consider the following activities:

Built on Love
1. Discuss with your wife ways in which you can better love her as Christ loves the church. Write
what you identify below:

2. Discuss with your wife ways in which she can submit to you in a way that mirrors the way the
church submits to Christ. Write what you identify below:

3. Identify 2 actions each of you will take to grow in your relationship as a Christian couple:
I will…

She will…
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HOMEBUILDING PROJECT 4.6 PARTNER’S MEETING
You may be that guy who lives a life of unending meetings. So you are asking yourself, “Do I really want
to have another meeting?” Well, maybe yes, given we are asking you to consider leading a Partner’s
Meeting. Here’s how it works…
1. Set Up:
 Start with meeting a couple times per month and decide on frequency of meetings after you
tried try it out for a few months. Set aside 60-minutes for your time together.
 Meet in a place that is free of distractions (no kids, television, etc.) and private enough where
you can spend time praying together and have a meaningful conversation.
 Have with you a notebook or journal to take notes.
 Make sure you are somewhat well rested, not too hungry and can focus on one another.
 Please note that this is not a substitute for date night, but you can still have fun during your
time together.
2. Plan: Take time to prepare a plan for your time together, here is a suggested format that you can
use:

Partner’s Meeting Plan
1. Start with a brief scripture reading and a prayer asking that God will bless your time together and
that His will for your marriage and family will be central to your conversation.
2. Discuss what you are going to cover in your time together and how much time you want to take
to meet. Make it relaxed and not too structured. Be open to the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.
3. Have your wife share how things are going for her, what she is concerned about, her spiritual
walk and how you can support her. Make sure to have her share at least two blessings and at least
two areas that need prayer and support. This is a time for you to be an active listener, take notes
and try to refrain from problem-solving. Take some time to pray for her after she is done sharing.
4. Now it’s your turn to share with your wife how your life is going. Make sure to tell her about how
you are experiencing work, being a dad, your faith-walk and your relationship with the children as
well as your relationship with her. Take time for your wife to pray for you after you are done sharing.
5. Discuss each of your children. You can use the material in Homebuilding Project 4.7 In Their
Corner.
6. Make sure to cover practical areas such as the calendar and family finances.
7. Close by taking some time to pray for your family.
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HOMEBUILDING PROJECT 4.7 IN THEIR CORNER
Every parent agrees, children need a lot of … everything! But a number one need for children is for
them to know that their parents are in their corner supporting them in all that they want to do with
their lives.

In Their Corner
For each of your children, complete the following by identifying one key challenge facing this child
and how you will support them in this challenge.
Child

A Challenge Facing Them

Complete the following statements:
1. I am a great supporter of my children when I…

2. I am not a great supporter of my children when I…

3. In order to better support my children, I will….
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How I Will Support Them

HOMEBUILDING PROJECT 4.8 START BUILDING!
As a father, you are the managing partner of the family. You have the responsibility to the other
members of the family to faithfully serve them in a manner that reflects Christ’s love for them. This
responsibility also requires a lot of help from God-so don’t hesitate to ask for his help and guidance.
Review the plans that you have developed in the previous sections and write out the specific actions
that you will take. Try to identify an action for each family member that is specific and easy to identify.
Record the results of your action.

Start Building!
Family Member

Action

Result of the Action

Dad (that’s you!)

Other actions to consider
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HOMEBUILDING PROJECT 4.8 PROJECT REVIEW – BUILDING A PARTNER
Being a Partner with your family may sound a bit odd or “businessy,” but it expresses the important
aspect that each family member plays a valuable and unique role similar to that of a good partnership.
And like any great partnership or team, every member must be out for the very best of the other
partners and that every member is “all in” for the good of the team.

Project Review: Being a Partner
1. Review the material from this session. What three things meant the most to you as you
reviewed the material?

(1)

(2)

(3)

2. Review the material from this Project Meeting with your wife or a trusted friend. Discuss specific
actions you can take to express your support for your family and to set appropriate expectations
for yourself and the family. Take time to pray for each of your children and ask for inspiration and
guidance as to how best to support each of them as a child of God.

3. In preparation for our next session on our role as a Preparer, what does this role mean to you
as a father?
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PROJECT TEAM
As we discussed in Building a Partner, it is no surprise that it takes a great project team in order for any
project to be successful. The development of The Fatherhood Project – Building Great Dads is no
exception. The following individuals were key project team members who contributed greatly to The
Fatherhood Project – Building Great Dads:
My Family: My wife Kristin, our son Michael and his wife Jana as well as our sons David and John; our
parents Warren and Doris Dolsen (both deceased) and Rita Lundberg as well as all of our siblings, their
spouses and children.
Spiritual leaders who have provided special guidance: Rev. Dan Flynn, Rev. Scott Giger, Byron Porisch
The Original Workshop Pilot Group: Phil Armbruster, Scott Bones, Ross Martin, Chas Moeller, Tim
Patton, James Piazza
Editors: Sara Bielby and Joan Storey
Graphic Design: Moeller Design Group (Karen and Chas Moeller), Bart and Karen Hawley
Others who have contributed greatly to The Fatherhood Project – Building Great Dads: Bob Adgate,
Jim Berlucchi, Marty Bodnar, Tom Burbeck, Mike and Nancy Deeb, Dr. Ben Freudenberg, Dave Hewett,
Bill Lundberg, James and Julie Piazza, Doug Stout, Nick Synko.

PROGRAM DEVELOPER
The Fatherhood Project-Building Great Dads was developed by Dan Dolsen. Dan has been married to Kristin

for 31 years and they have three sons, Michael who is married to Jana and lives in California, David who
serves in campus ministry with University Christian Outreach and John who is a student at the
University of Michigan. Dan and Kristin reside in Saline, Michigan.
Dan works for CBRE, a national commercial real estate company where he serves as a
Senior Managing Director focused on real estate strategy. He is a graduate of The
University of Michigan.
Dan is active in his church, University Lutheran Chapel in Ann Arbor. He has served in a
variety of roles including as a teacher for both children and adult Bible classes. Dan
comes from a diverse, ecumenical background including Catholic missions, publishing
and television, as well as serving as an elder in both the Lutheran and Presbyterian
churches.

The Fatherhood Project’s mission is to build great dads by equipping them with the tools to lead
their families in the roles of provider, protector, partner and preparer. The Fatherhood Project is a
Christian ministry and a 501 (c) (3) non-profit corporation.
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“As a pastor, I have had numerous conversations with
dads about being a dad. It is no easy task to be a
father. I am excited to use this material in my own
congregation.”
—Rev. Dan Flynn, father of two daughters

B U I L D I N G G R E AT

“I loved the combination of biblical principles and
practical tools. The biblical principles helped me to
realize that I have a compass for fathering my children.
The practical tools gave me endless ideas of how to put
those principles into practice.”
—Ross Martin, father of one son and three daughters

T H E FAT H E R H O O D P R O J E C T

“In this demanding world, men can become very easily
distracted from the essential role of being a father.
The Fatherhood Project helps men to slow down long
enough to realize that time well spent as a ‘father’ first
is their God-given missionary work.”
—Diane Leoni, mother of four children

“As a youth pastor, I have been privileged to watch
Dan and his boys grow and mature in excellence. The
Fatherhood Project can help equip dads to become all
God has called them to be.”
—Byron Porisch, father of two daughters

“Dan understands both the joys and challenges of
being a father. And I’m thrilled he has launched The
Fatherhood Project. If you make only one investment
of time in a workshop or conference this year, make it
this one.”
—Chas Moeller, father of two sons

buildinggreatdads.org

“The brilliant program content plus Dan’s masterful
delivery style will impact your heart!”
— James Piazza, father of three teenage sons

Dan Dolsen, creator of a new series for Christian
fathers, Building Great Dads–The Fatherhood Project,
explores what it means to be a Provider, Protector,
Partner, and Preparer for our families. Dan and his
wife Kristin live in Saline, Michigan, parents of three
sons and one daughter-in-law! Dan is a corporate real
estate executive for CBRE, advising hospitals on real
estate matters.
Contact Dan at dan@buildinggreatdads.org
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