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SOME ASSEMBLY REQUIRED
Welcome to the final project meeting of The Fatherhood Project-Building Great Dads. In this project
meeting we will take on that seemingly elusive question of, “What makes for a great family?” Many of
us are asked, “How’s your family?” And we respond, “They’re doing great.” But what do we mean by
our response? We may simply mean that everyone is healthy, doing what they are supposed to do and
no one is facing eminent incarceration!
But when we consider true greatness in connection with our families, what does that truly mean? Does
it mean that our children have excelled to the top of their class? Have landed “top-drawer” jobs? Or
are medical missionaries serving deep in the African Congo? While these are all noble things to be
proud of, how does the Bible define greatness in the context of our families? In this final project
meeting, we will explore what contributes to greatness.
But before we begin this important discussion, if this is your first encounter with The Fatherhood Project
– Building Great Dads, here are few introductory comments to help orient you to our program. In The
Fatherhood Project – Building Great Dads we explore what the Bible says about being a dad. You will
see that, as a father, God has called you to be a leader in your home, and that He has uniquely prepared
you to live out this vital role.

A BLUEPRINT FOR FATHERS
A number of years ago I walked onto the site of a major hotel and
conference center that was under construction. As I entered the
construction trailer, it was clear that the construction superintendent
was frustrated. He quickly pointed out to me that, although
construction was significantly well underway, the plans had not yet
been completed. He was building blind!
As fathers, we can often face our parental role feeling the same way-building blindly without a plan.
But this isn’t true. We have the perfect blueprint for being a dad – the Bible.
By participating in The Fatherhood Project – Building Great Dads,
you will learn what the Scriptures teach about fatherhood, and
will then construct a plan for how you can best serve in your role
as a dad. The plan won’t address every issue you face with your
family, but it will help you to become more deliberate and
intentional in your parenting. It will also lead you to grow even
deeper in your reliance on your Heavenly Father, who really
understands what it means to be a father.
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INTRODUCTION TO BUILDING GREAT DADS
A DAD’S WORKSHOP
The Fatherhood Project – Building Great Dads is presented in a
series of highly interactive workshop-style environments called,
Project Meetings. During a Project Meeting, you will be briefed
on the plans, or blueprint, for the project you are undertaking.
Following each Project Meeting section in the manual there are
two additional sections. The first includes material for you to
use as part of your participation in a Two-by-Four. A Two-byFour is a group of four men who meet two times between each
Project Meeting. The Two-by-Four will provide you with a great
opportunity to meet with other men to discuss the challenges
and successes you experience as a dad. The third section, called, Homebuilding Projects, provides
materials that you can do on your own. These Homebuilding Projects are where you get down to work,
where much of the real building takes place.
In broad terms, we experience God the Father working through us as earthly fathers as exhibited in
four roles: Provider, Protector, Partner, and Preparer. Each of these roles is explored during the six
project meetings in The Fatherhood Project – Building Great Dads by using key passages from the Bible,
with a focus on developing a faith-based perspective on how fathers can fulfill these roles.
Provider – it’s more than just bringin’ home the bacon. God the Father wants us to trust Him for all
of our needs and to demonstrate to our family our reliance on Him.
Protector – Your family’s first line of defense is…you! It is also good to know that you do not stand
alone. God the Father has provided us with the means, the weapons and yes…an entire army, that
does not know defeat. Not a bad combination when it comes to battling for your family!
Partner– This partnership is an all-in, 100% no-excuse deal that lasts a lifetime. It is a familypartnership that is held together through the superglue of submitting ourselves to one another and
to respect the roles God has called us to serve in.
Preparer – So what on earth are we preparing our children for and how do we do it? Well, a better
question is, what in “heaven” are we preparing them for and how do we accomplish that task? As a
preparer, we are called to help prepare our children to live out the purposes God has created them
to live out in the here and now, as well as prepare them for eternity.
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THE FEW FOUNDATIONAL TRUTHS
Like any good construction project, the message of The
Fatherhood Project is built on a foundation of a few key
truths that impact how we view being a dad:


You are called--God has called each of us to be
fathers, and because God is the one who calls us, He
also provides us with the means to fulfill this call.
The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do it. I
Thessalonians 5:24



You are the example--God uses our role as fathers to be an expression of His role as God the
Father in our children’s lives. If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts
to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask
him! Matthew 7:11



You are responsible--God uses us to bring our children into a close relationship with God the
Father through his Son Jesus, and to see themselves as God sees them – as His sons and
daughters. “I will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters, says the Lord
Almighty.” 2 Corinthians 6:18



You are influential--It is important to know that as dads, God has placed us to be the primary
influence in our children’s lives. Our children look especially to their fathers for direction and
feedback on how they are doing. This is a natural part of the father-child relationship and one
that God wants to use as a loving support to our children. Fathers, do not exasperate your
children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord. Ephesians 6:4



You are to be intentional--In order to be more effective as fathers, it is important that we
become more intentional about how we approach our service to our families. “For I know the
plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to
give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11

So with these foundational truths supporting us... Let’s Start Building!
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PROJECT MEETING SIX

BUILDING A GREAT FAMILY
MOVING DAY
Moving day…it means that your home is ready for occupancy. It also means that a new phase of life
begins. Once the boxes are unpacked and the rooms are settled, life in your new home is underway.
You assess if the many decisions that you made in order to prepare your home were correct. Has your
new home lived up to your expectations and dreams? You will have to get familiar with your new
appliances, how your “stuff” is all organized, and make the big decision about where you will hang that
“special” piece of art you received from your mother-in-law. You may have to get familiar with a new
neighborhood, perhaps a new school. The adjustments can be difficult, but soon the dust settles and
you begin to live out the reality of what was originally just a dream.
When we set out to begin a family, we may at times ask ourselves
the same questions. “Did all that I hoped and dreamed of about
being a father really live up to my expectations?” The answer to
this question rests in what you expected–how big was your dream?
God’s hope and plan for our families is giant, earth-shattering and
simple. It is found in Joshua 24:15 when Joshua declares to all of
Israel, “…as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.”
Joshua’s declaration came in the face of an entire nation making the fundamental decision of who they
were going to serve–the gods of the surrounding nations or the One True God? It was a decision that
existed at the very beginning of time. Adam and Eve, our original parents, had to decide if they were
going to walk hand in hand with God and follow His commands or follow their own way. It is a decision
that continued with Moses receiving the Commandments from the one true God on the mountain and
returning to find God’s people worshiping a golden calf. It is this decision that leads to Joshua’s
declaration, found on serving a God who is jealous for our love and who says in the first command,
“You shall have no other gods before me” (Exodus 20:3). As a father, we face the same question: who
will you and your family serve?
So as we move into this final project meeting, we will consider what it means to be a truly great family,
how we as the leader of our families do all we can to bring greatness to our home, and in the end, who
will we serve?
Let’s Start Building!
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BEGIN WITH THE END IN MIND
In order for us to successfully build anything, we have to
know what, in the end, is the purpose of the building? What
is its function? How will it look? The most successful
projects are the result of thoughtful planning that addresses
the purpose and goals of the project. Although our families
are not “projects,” they are well served if we take time to consider what their purpose is and how, in
the end, they will “look.”

Project Team Discussion: Begin with the End in Mind
How would you describe a great family?

How can we as fathers be more intentional in helping to build a great family?

“For

I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11
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YOU GOTTA SERVE SOMEBODY
In 1979, rock legend Bob Dylan set the music world on its ear when he released the song, You Gotta
Serve Somebody. As the lyrics so accurately portrayed,
Well, it may be the devil or it may be the Lord
But you're gonna have to serve somebody.
So who doesn’t want to be great? But greatness comes with a price. It
usually requires that we serve somebody or something. Bob Dylan
understood this truth. More importantly, Jesus certainly understood
this as demonstrated in a conversation that he had with a mother and
her two sons who wanted to be great. Let’s turn to Matthew 20:20-21,
24-28 and listen in…
Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Jesus with her sons and, kneeling down, asked a favor
of him. “What is it you want?” he asked. She said, “Grant that one of these two sons of mine may
sit at your right and the other at your left in your kingdom.”
When the ten heard about this, they were indignant with the two brothers. Jesus called them
together and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials
exercise authority over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you
must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your slave—just as the Son of Man did
not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
Jesus makes it plain-if you want true greatness, you must become a servant to others. So we see that
the pathway to greatness, even that for our families, is found in serving. Serving God and serving
others.

Project Team Discussion: Building Greatness
Who or what does your family serve?

“…as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.” Joshua 24:15
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WHO YOU GONNA SERVE?
We said that you have to serve someone or something in order to be great. Service can also be
described as an act of love. For example, if you want to be a great baseball player, you have to love
baseball.
Love, or better put, the object of our love—either good or bad, is at the heart
of what defines true greatness. Jesus gives us the straight scoop on love
and greatness. It serves as the definitive guide for how we can bring into
reality true greatness in our families. It is found in what is called the great
commandment.
Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all
your strength.’ The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment
greater than these.” Mark 12: 30-31
The great commandant or “the commandment of love,” places the focus on our love toward three
things: God, ourselves and our neighbors. We love God because of who he is. We love ourselves
because of who he has made us into--His very image. We love others (“our neighbor”) because we see
God’s handiwork in them. This progression of how we love, is both critical for us as fathers, as well as
for children, to understand and embrace. It is the key to understanding true greatness, both as
individuals and as a family.
This message of love is the pathway to greatness as a family. But where do we begin? How about one
of the more challenging aspects of any family…sibling rivalry!

Project Team Discussion: Love Thy Siblings as Thyself
How can we help our children better love one another?

“I will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.”
2 Corinthians 6:18
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SHEPHERD OR GOAT HERDER
Dads, we may have just tackled one of the toughest issues facing us,
encouraging our children to love and serve each other! But Jesus
doesn’t leave us with this home-borne challenge of sibling rivalry. He
tells us to go out into the world to love and serve others. In fact, if we
want to have a truly great family, we have to take our families with
us as we seek to serve others in the world. In short, if we want to
truly love God and experience greatness as a family, we have to go
into the world and look for opportunities to reflect Jesus to the world.
Jesus states this plainly through a sobering message on sheep and goats…
“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his glorious
throne. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another
as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep on his right and the goats
on his left.
“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your
inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. For I was hungry and you
gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and
you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in
prison and you came to visit me.’
“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and
give you something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes
and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’
“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and
sisters of mine, you did for me.’
“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire
prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty
and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes
and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.’
“They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes
or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’
“He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do
for me.’
“Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.”
Matthew 25: 31-46

8

BUILT FOR A PURPOSE
The Matthew 25:31-46 passage makes it clear…you do not want to be a goat! And although there is a
bit of humor to that thought, the outcome is not at all humorous. It points to the stark and serious
reality that faces every one of our family members. Not merely life or death, but how we face God’s
judgement that leads to eternal life or damnation.
And although we cannot be our family’s savior, we can be their guide by
showing them the truth of the scriptures and together, live out that
truth. God has made each one of us to love and serve Him, as well as
love and serve those He brings into our lives. Through the daily and
simple occurrences of everyday life, our families can love and serve God
the Father and all those He brings to us who are in need.

Project Team Discussion: Love in Action
What are a few things your family could do to build a life of loving and serving those in need?

If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will
your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him! Matthew 7:11
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A BRIGHT FUTURE
Building a family that experiences greatness means that they experience the excitement of serving the
Living God! By actively serving God and others, it transforms the lessons that our children hear in
church and puts them into action. It helps make their faith come alive! It can also help build a lifelong
connection between you and your family. It is the basis for building a true living legacy of faith.
It can, however, be challenging to know how to incorporate this
adventure of faith into our family’s lives. One simple, yet vital first
step is to turn to our Heavenly Father in prayer and ask for His
inspiration. Another step towards encouraging service as a family
is to identify opportunities in your community and simply see
where God may take you. It’s all part of the adventure of living for
God!
When we decide to serve God, it is important to remember that there is nothing we can do to earn
God’s love and acceptance because we already have it. We serve, because God’s love is within us. It
is one way that we live out the amazing truth that we have life with God forever. And that as a family,
we can go out into the world and bring God’s amazing love to others so that they too, can experience
God’s love and His goodness. It is at the core of our living out being a Provider, Protector, Partner and
Preparer. So let’s keep building!
But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when
we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. And God raised us up with
Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages
he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ
Jesus. For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the
gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. Ephesians 2:4-10

Project Team Discussion: Built For Greatness
What is one thing you can do as a father to help your family express the love of God to others?

“For

I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11
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UNDER CONSTRUCTION

6.0 BUILDING A GREAT FAMILY
GREAT DADS…GREAT FAMILIES
“Greatness”–the very word can conjure up feelings of inspiration. At other times it can make us feel
downright intimidated. At its worst, it can even lead us to feel pompous and full of unmerited pride.
Jesus’ disciples wanted greatness. In Matthew 20:20-28 we find the mother of James and John
approaching Jesus and asking Him to grant that her two sons would sit at the right and left hand of
Jesus in His kingdom. Jesus answers her that in Jesus’ world, anyone desiring true greatness must be a
person who sincerely desires to serve others. Jesus declares this confounding statement of greatness
in Matthew 20:27-28 saying, “whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and
whoever wants to be first must be your slave—just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but
to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
When we think of being a family of greatness, it is not unusual to think of
having children who excel in school or sports, or to think of them as being
well behaved or nice to others. While these attributes are good, they do
not, in Jesus’ terms, define greatness. Jesus defines greatness in terms of
both an action and an attitude. It is an action that is founded in loving and
serving others with an attitude that expresses joy and humility. It means
caring for others without expecting recognition or anything in return. The Apostle Paul defines this
form of greatness in I Corinthians 13:13. The greatest thing we can do is to love. Paul is speaking here
of a specific form of love which in Greek is termed agape, meaning love that is unconditional, selfless,
and sacrificial.
In a passage that you may very likely have used in your wedding ceremony, St. Paul in I Corinthians 13:
4-8 defines what it means to be a truly great family that puts agape love into action:
Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not selfseeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with
the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails.

A few years ago, our family decided it needed a motto. We came up with the statement that we are a
family that lives, loves and laughs…to the MAX! As a family, we will at times remind each other of this
statement, but the truth is, it is challenging to live this out to the MAX. As we move into Under
Construction: Building a Great Family, keep the words of Jesus and Paul before you and lead your
family to greatness through love. Let’s Start Building!
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6.0 BUILDING A GREAT FAMILY
TWO-BY-FOUR MEETINGS

TWO BY FOUR MEETING ONE: GOOD OR GREAT?
In this sixth and final Project Meeting we focused on leading our families to greatness. Jesus helps us
understand that true greatness is found in putting others first and serving them selflessly. In order for
us to help lead our families to be truly great, we need to find greatness in ourselves. But we know that
for us to be great, as Jesus defines it, we need help and that help can often come through the active
support of Christian brothers who are a part of your Two-by-Four. Remember…no one can be truly
great on their own.

Good or Great?
1. How do you define greatness for yourself as a dad?

2. How do you see greatness in your family?
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TWO BY FOUR MEETING TWO: LEADING YOUR FAMILY TO GREATNESS
You are called to be the spiritual leader of your family, so don’t concede this position. God has placed
you in this position and He will be faithful in providing you with the means necessary to fulfill this vital
role. As the leader of our families, so much of how we build greatness in our family is by loving and
serving them.

Lead Your Family to Greatness
How do you view your role as a servant to your family?

Describe how you experience God calling your family to serve those He brings to you:

Identify and commit to one action you can take to improve how you serve your family:
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6.0 BUILDING A PARTNER
HOMEBUILDING PROJECTS
HOMEBUILDINGPROJECT 6.1 REVIEW – BUILDING A GREAT FAMILY
In this final Project Meeting we focused on how we lead our families to greatness as fathers. Greatness
can be defined in a lot of ways. However, the scriptures single out a family’s true greatness as loving
and serving God, one another, and all those we come in contact with our family. As fathers, we
exemplify greatness to our families as we serve them in the roles of being provider, protector, partner
and preparer. As we focus our attention on what it really means to be great, let’s go back to the material
that we covered during the Project Meeting and complete the questions below:

Project Review: Building a Great Family
Review the material and select 3 things that made an impact on you from this Project Meeting.
1.

2.

3.

As you return to your family, what do you want to do differently to support your wife and children
in their quest for true greatness?
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HOMEBUILDING PROJECT 6.2 START WITH PRAYER
Greatness is founded in humility, and a true act of humility is prayer. As fathers, we need to return
continually to our Heavenly Father and seek His guidance and counsel as we lead our families.

Start with Prayer

Pray… For yours is the Kingdom, the Power, and the Glory –Forever and Ever!
Focus… on God’s sacrificial love that serves as the ultimate example of greatness, and that your
family will find inspiration and strength to serve those around them.

Intercede…for your family that they will experience growth and desire to serve one another as well
as those who are in need of Christian kindness.
Write out your intercessions below:

Rejoice…that God has called you and your family to be truly great and to join all the saints in sacrificial
service to others.
Write out what are you specifically thankful for as a father and how He is working in your family:

Reflect…on what God is showing you during this time of prayer as a father. Write it here:
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HOMEBUILDING PROJECT 6.3 GREATNESS BEGINS WITH YOU
We know that our children learn by watching us. They observe us, even when we are not aware of it,
and they use our example as a means to understanding the world and how they are to behave in that
world. Hopefully, this is a good thing and that they are learning positive ways to get through life.
The more intentional we are in expressing a positive, loving message to our children through our
actions, they will, in turn, live a life that is positive and loving. Through the example of how you love
and serve others, whether it is your spouse, your children or the beggar on the street corner; will shape
how your children will love and serve others.

Greatness Begins with You
Describe how you experience God calling you to serve your family:

In what way can you serve your wife?

In what way can you serve your children?

What is one action you can take to better serve your family?
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HOMEBUILDING PROJECT 6.4 HOW DO YOU SPELL GREATNESS?
Being a great family is clearly a team sport. As a dad, you can provide leadership and serve as an
example of how best to serve others. However, that is not enough–your wife and children have to be
on board and get with the program! So let’s take some simple and fun steps to help guide our families
into greatness.

How Do You Spell Greatness?
When you have your family together such as eating dinner or sitting around the family room, ask
them the following random questions (my family is used to me asking random questions!)…
1. Who do you think is the greatest person who ever lived? (Jesus is excluded as an answer to this
question.)

2. Why do you think they were so great?

3. What do you have to do to be considered great?

4. Do you think you can do it? What will it take?

Discuss what makes a family great and come up with some ideas on what you could do to be a truly
great family. It may mean serving another family or taking time to help someone else. (Be creative
and make sure to go out for ice cream after you and your family do an act of kindness, because ice
cream is always a good thing to do as a family!)

What did you come up with? How did it work out? What did you learn about being a great family?
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HOMEBUILDING PROJECT 6.5 A SOLID HOME
Hopefully you and your family enjoyed, as well as learned, a few things in Homebuilding Project 6.4
about what it means to be a truly great family. But being a truly great family means a lot more than
doing an act of kindness for others or helping out when you are able to help out. Jesus clearly teaches
us to give everything we have to Him and to live a life that is focused on serving Him. It is a call to be a
family of builders…Kingdom builders! In Psalm 127:1 David’s son Solomon proclaims, “unless the Lord
builds the house, those who labor, labor in vain.”
In order for our family to be true Kingdom builders, the Lord must be at the heart of our home. In the
following project we are going to focus on what goes on in our homes. We will look at key areas and
first ask how it works today and then how we think God would like it to work. For us to answer that
second question, we must have the Lord’s mind on what He wants us to do, so prayerfully consider
how you would respond. As you work through these questions, you may find it helpful to discuss your
response with your spouse or someone from your Two-by-Four.

A Solid Home

Research has shown that the number one contributor to strong, healthy families is consistent
and regular gathering together for a family dinner.
How does your family approach family meal How might the Lord want you to approach
time (consistency, nature of the conversation, family meal time?
etc.?)

It’s not always easy to put others first, especially when it comes to siblings caring for each other.
How do your children care for one another?

How might the Lord want your children to care
for each other?
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HOMEBUILDING PROJECT 6.6 ROAD WORK…EVERYWHERE!
In the previous Homebuilding Project, we took a look at building family greatness inside the home.
Now we turn our attention outside the home and take on a little road work to see how our families can
be truly great by living out Joshua’s declaration, “…as for me and my household, we will serve the
LORD.”
As we begin our road work, we only have to look into our
neighborhoods, workplaces, schools, and churches to see
opportunities to share the love of Christ and serve others in need.
This may mean doing a simple act of service such as having someone
over for dinner or helping someone with a service project. It is
through these simple acts of service that our families experience
firsthand how God works through us so that others experience His
love. In turn, we will also experience God’s love as we serve others.
Your family may already be involved in serving others. If they are,
keep building on
these acts of greatness, praying that God will use these experiences to grow faith in your family and in
those you are serving. If not, then take time to work through the activities which are set out below.
One last thought as you and your family go out into all the world and bring the love of Christ to others.
The Bible is filled with stories of how God worked through individuals who were seeking ways to bring
the love of God to others. The Book of Acts is a great example of such a collection of stories of how
God worked through a group of Christians to bring the message of Christ to others. Consider making
your own “Book of Acts” and collect stories around the service your family is doing for others. Include
photos, thank you notes you may have received, and journal entries from all the members of your
family. As you look back to what has been recorded, your family will have its own “Book of Acts” as a
collected legacy of how God has used your family to reach others.

Road Work…Everywhere
Describe a service your family has done together.

19

HOMEBUILDING PROJECT 6.6 FINDING ROAD SERVICE (continued)

Finding Road Service
Describe Your Communities Below What do you perceive as a need in How could your family help serve
(a few likely communities have this community?
this need?
been included)

School

Church

Other Groups or Activities

Pick one of the opportunities (identified above) that your family could serve in and write it below:

Map out a plan with your family to get involved in serving this need and write it out below:

How did the act of service go with respect to family involvement?

What did your family learn about serving others as a representative of Christ? Did you make a record
(“Book of Acts” for your family) of the service including photos?

Select the next project and go to work. Build on your family’s experience of serving Christ and being
His ambassadors to the world.
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HOMEBUILDING PROJECT 6.7 A GREAT INHERITANCE
Before my parents passed away, they would discuss the inheritance that they would be leaving to my
two sisters and me. When they spoke of an inheritance, they were speaking of their remaining fortune
and how it would be distributed. That inheritance, no matter how great, was meager compared to the
riches that my parents had already given us through encouraging the growth of our Christian faith. In
fact, The Fatherhood Project – Building Great Dads came directly from their significant impact on my
life!
As we near the completion of The Fatherhood Project – Building Great Dads, we are going to take the
opportunity to consider what inheritance or legacy we are going to leave to our families. The Apostle
Peter in I Peter 1:3-4 gives us a simple but profound thought on the greatest of inheritances:
In his great mercy he (God the Father) has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade—kept in heaven for
you.

This is our greatest inheritance-eternal life with our Heavenly Father. It is the inheritance we want for
each of our family members, and is fundamental to the role we play in our family’s lives. It is what
forms the foundation for our family to be truly great. So this brings us to a critical question that every
father faces at some point in his life…what do you want to leave your children?

A Great Inheritance
What one thing do you want your children to remember you for as a father?

What parts of your character do you want your children to inherit?
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HOMEBUILDING PROJECT 6.8 BUILT ON GREATNESS
Each of us who desires to be a great father and is leading their family to be
truly great, knows that this is a challenge that cannot be faced without the
grace and help of God the Father. Throughout The Fatherhood Project –
Building Great Dads, we have focused on these foundational truths:


God has called each of us to be fathers, and because God is the one
who calls us, He also provides us with the means to fulfill this call.
The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do it. I Thessalonians 5:24



God uses our role as fathers to be a direct expression of His role as God the Father in our
children’s lives. .
If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your
children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!
Matthew 7:11



God uses us for the purpose of bringing our children into a closer relationship with God the
Father through his Son Jesus and for our children to see themselves as God sees them–as His
sons and daughters. It is important to know that God has placed us, as dads, as the primary
influence in our children’s lives. . “I will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and
daughters, says the Lord Almighty.” 2 Corinthians 6:18



God has placed us to be the primary influence in our children’s lives. Our children look
especially to their fathers for direction and feedback on how they are doing. This is a natural
part of the father-child relationship and one that God wants to use as a loving support to our
children. Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and
instruction of the Lord. Ephesians 6:4



In order to be more effective as fathers, it is important that we become more intentional
about how we approach our service to our families. “For I know the plans I have for you,”
declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a
future.” Jeremiah 29:11

God uses these foundational truths to undertake His own construction project as described in I Peter
2:4-5, 9…
As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him—
you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. I Peter 2:4-5
But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you
may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. I Peter 2:9
Now this is a truly great construction project! God is completing a work in each one of us as fathers,
yielding true greatness: to be living stones which are being formed into a spiritual house that is to serve
as a holy priesthood.
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HOMEBUILDING PROJECT 6.8 BUILT ON GREATNESS (continued)
There is a lot of Old Testament metaphoric language in this passage, but
the bottom line for us is that we have been chosen by God to join His Son
Jesus in a work that brings light and life eternal…in short, we belong to
God! That is our purpose and the very reason why God has given you a
great family to care for as their spiritual leader.
At the heart of this role of being the spiritual leader of our families are the four roles that we have
focused on in The Fatherhood Project – Building Great Dads: Provider, Protector, Partner and Preparer.
These four roles serve as the basis for how God the Father desires to work through you in ways that
reflect God’s own fatherhood and love for each of His children. It is through our being faithful to serving
in these roles that we join with God in the building of what the St. Peter referred to above as a holy
nation that belongs to God. As fathers who love God and love our families, this is our purpose…this is
our legacy.
So what will be your legacy?

Built on Greatness
What do you want your legacy to be as a…
Provider:

Protector:

Partner:

Preparer:

The legacy that you leave to your children can be thought of as the “mark” that you are making on their
lives. It is that lasting impression of you that others will see in them. Take the statements you just
wrote about the legacy you want to leave for your family and keep it in a special place to remember
what greatness you are building. Embrace this legacy and that by God’s grace your children will serve
as living stones that are formed not only in the image of God, but also hold the very likeness of you–
their dad! Let’s Keep Building!
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PROJECT TEAM
As we discussed in Building a Partner, it is no surprise that it takes a great project team in order for any
project to be successful. The development of The Fatherhood Project – Building Great Dads is no
exception. The following individuals were key project team members who contributed greatly to The
Fatherhood Project – Building Great Dads:
My Family: My wife Kristin, our son Michael and his wife Jana as well as our sons David and John; our
parents Warren and Doris Dolsen (both deceased) and Rita Lundberg as well as all of our siblings, their
spouses and children.
Spiritual leaders who have provided special guidance: Rev. Dan Flynn, Rev. Scott Giger, Byron Porisch
The Original Workshop Pilot Group: Phil Armbruster, Scott Bones, Ross Martin, Chas Moeller, Tim
Patton, James Piazza
Editors: Sara Bielby and Joan Storey
Graphic Design: Moeller Design Group (Karen and Chas Moeller), Bart and Karen Hawley
Webmaster: Jennifer Cain
Others who have contributed greatly to The Fatherhood Project – Building Great Dads: Bob Adgate,
Jim Berlucchi, Marty Bodnar, Tom Burbeck, Mike and Nancy Deeb, Dr. Ben Freudenberg, Dave Hewett,
Bill Lundberg, James and Julie Piazza, Doug Stout, Nick Synko, Karen and Bart Hawley.

PROGRAM DEVELOPER
The Fatherhood Project-Building Great Dads was developed by Dan Dolsen. Dan has been married to Kristin

for 31 years and they have three sons, Michael who is married to Jana and lives in California, David who
serves in campus ministry with University Christian Outreach and John who is a student at the
University of Michigan. Dan and Kristin reside in Saline, Michigan.
Dan works for CBRE, a national commercial real estate company where he serves as a
Senior Managing Director focused on real estate strategy. He is a graduate of The
University of Michigan and Eastern Michigan University.
Dan is active in his church, University Lutheran Chapel in Ann Arbor. He has served in a
variety of roles including as a teacher for both children and adult Bible classes. Dan
comes from a diverse, ecumenical background including Catholic missions, publishing
and television, as well as serving as an elder in both the Lutheran and Presbyterian
churches.

The Fatherhood Project’s mission is to Build Great Dads by equipping them with the tools to lead their families
in the roles of provider, protector, partner and preparer. The Fatherhood Project is a Christian ministry and
a 501 (c) (3) non-profit corporation.
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“As a pastor, I have had numerous conversations with
dads about being a dad. It is no easy task to be a
father. I am excited to use this material in my own
congregation.”
—Rev. Dan Flynn, father of two daughters

B U I L D I N G G R E AT

“I loved the combination of biblical principles and
practical tools. The biblical principles helped me to
realize that I have a compass for fathering my children.
The practical tools gave me endless ideas of how to put
those principles into practice.”
—Ross Martin, father of one son and three daughters

T H E FAT H E R H O O D P R O J E C T

“In this demanding world, men can become very easily
distracted from the essential role of being a father.
The Fatherhood Project helps men to slow down long
enough to realize that time well spent as a ‘father’ first
is their God-given missionary work.”
—Diane Leoni, mother of four children

“As a youth pastor, I have been privileged to watch
Dan and his boys grow and mature in excellence. The
Fatherhood Project can help equip dads to become all
God has called them to be.”
—Byron Porisch, father of two daughters

“Dan understands both the joys and challenges of
being a father. And I’m thrilled he has launched The
Fatherhood Project. If you make only one investment
of time in a workshop or conference this year, make it
this one.”
—Chas Moeller, father of two sons

buildinggreatdads.org

“The brilliant program content plus Dan’s masterful
delivery style will impact your heart!”
— James Piazza, father of three teenage sons

Dan Dolsen, creator of a new series for Christian
fathers, Building Great Dads–The Fatherhood Project,
explores what it means to be a Provider, Protector,
Partner, and Preparer for our families. Dan and his
wife Kristin live in Saline, Michigan, parents of three
sons and one daughter-in-law! Dan is a corporate real
estate executive for CBRE, advising hospitals on real
estate matters.
Contact Dan at dan@buildinggreatdads.org
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